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President’s Message 

 

THREADLINES 
 

NORTHERN LAKE COUNTY QUILTERS’ GUILD 
 

OCTObER 2026 

Get Involved — Our New Guild Teams Are Here! 
I’m excited to officially introduce several new volunteer teams designed to give our members even 
more ways to get involved, share their talents, try something new, and help shape the future of our 
Guild! Sign-ups will begin at our October meeting next Wednesday, and our new teams include 
the Guild Travel and Events Team, Mixed Media and Art Quilting Team, Mystery Quilt Team, Quilt 
Retreat Team, Member Education Team, and Quilt Community Outreach Team. Whether one of 
these areas is already a passion of yours or you simply want to become more involved with the Guild, I 
hope you’ll consider joining us! 
If you can’t attend the October meeting—or decide later that you’d like to participate—you can sign 
up with me at any time by emailing president@nlcqg.org, and I’ll be happy to add you to the 
appropriate team. Once each team begins to come together, I’ll connect with the Team 
Leader/Coordinator and arrange a Zoom meeting so we can talk through the vision for the group, 
exchange ideas, and get everyone off to a great start. My role will be to serve as a facilitator and 
support system for each team—not to be the person in charge of every group. I want our Team 
Leaders and members to have the freedom to make these groups their own, while knowing that I’m 
here as a resource to help remove roadblocks, answer questions, and make sure each team has what 
it needs to be successful. Most of all, I want these teams to be creative, collaborative, productive, and 
a whole lot of fun! 
 
 
Michael F. Nardi Jr. 
 

Guild at a Glance 
Oct 3            Antioch UFO (9-5)   Nov 4   Guild Meeting  
Oct 7            Meeting & Demo from Phyllis Fay Nov 7   Charity Sew  
Oct 8            Class – Lemoyune Star Technique  Nov 14-15 Grant UFO 
Oct 17          Grayslake Farmers Market   Nov 21-22 Prince of Peace Craft Fair 
Oct 28          Needles & Thread Stitchers (10-1) 
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2026 BOM – The Big Reveal! 
The time has finally come! After months of 
stitching, piecing, choosing fabrics, changing our 
minds, ripping out a seam or two (or twenty!), 
and watching our quilts come together block by 
block, we’re ready for our 2026 Block of the 
Month Grand Finale! 

Our judging and Big Reveal will take place at the 
November meeting. 

Completed quilts will be judged in three categories: 

First Place — The Quilted Witch  

First Place — The Quilted Snowman  

First Place — The Quilted Scarecrow  

Once our three First Place winners have been 
chosen, those quilts will go head-to-head for one 
final round of judging to determine our    

2026 Block of the Month Grand Prize Winner!  

To be eligible for judging and prizes, your quilt must 
be completely finished—quilted, bound, and ready 
to show! 

But please don’t let an unfinished quilt keep you 
from participating in our Big Reveal. We absolutely 
want to see them! Bring your quilt, finished or not, 
so we can hang them all together and celebrate 
everything everyone has accomplished. The reveal 
is just as much about seeing all of the different 
fabrics, colors, personalities, and creative choices as 
it is about the contest. 

Most importantly, thank you to everyone who 
participated in this year’s Block of the Month. I 
truly appreciate the time, enthusiasm, and 
creativity you brought to this project. One of my 
favorite parts of a Block of the Month is watching 
the same patterns become completely different 
quilts in the hands of different quilters. 

I can’t wait to see them all hanging together in 
November. Finished or unfinished—bring those 
quilts and show them off! 

Happy Quilting, and good luck to everyone!  

 2026-27 Block of the Month  

The Flower Farm Sampler by Shelley Cavanna 

We’re excited to announce our 2026–2027 Block 
of the Month — The Flower Farm Sampler by 
Shelley Cavanna! 

This beautiful sampler will take us through a 
garden of blocks beginning in January, with our 
finished quilts blooming just in time 
for September. 

The sign-up fee is $10.00, and the pattern 
is $15.00. 

Our Guild President, Michael Nardi, has graciously 
offered to order the patterns for us at cost 
through his wholesale account. If you would like 
Michael to order a copy for you, you must sign up 
and let us know by the November meeting so the 
patterns can be ordered in plenty of time for our 
January start. 

And bring a friend! Our Block of the Month is 
open to quilters outside of the Guild as well. Non-
members are welcome to participate and will also 
be required to pay the $10.00 Block of the Month 
sign-up fee. 

We’ll begin our first block in January and continue 
throughout the year, finishing with completed 
quilts in September. And yes—we’re making 
things a little more interesting! There will 
be judging and prizes when our Flower Farm 

quilts make their grand debut.  

Whether you follow the pattern’s colors or make 
your Flower Farm completely your own, we can’t 
wait to see how everyone’s quilt grows 
throughout the year. 

Happy Quilting! 
I’m really looking forward to sharing another fun 
Block of the Month with all of you. Let’s make our 

Flower Farm bloom!  

Marie Catuara-D'Amico 
Block of the Month Host 
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Boutique/Raffle Quilt  
We will continue accepting any handmade items at 
our meetings. At any time if you have something 
mid-month and can't make a meeting, you may 
drop it off at Roberta Alexander's house. She 
accepts charity quilts year-round and has a bin on 
her front porch for protection of items. We need 
your donations to be successful this year. 

Our schedule for the Raffle Quilt has been set. 
Please consider your schedule and see if you have a 
few hours to help out.  Here are a few of the 
upcoming events. You can sign up by email 
to Boutique@nlcqg.org or directly to Lynn Ray 
(LRAYQUILTS@aim.com).   

Oct 17 (Sat) – Grayslake Farmers Market – 
Downtown Grayslake - 8:30-11:30 Carol Cord 
/11:30-2:30 Cathy Brisco 
  
Oct 24 (Sat) - Trinity Ev. Luth Church Holiday Craft 
Fair, 25519 W. Rt 134, Ingleside -Set up Fri night 
(time TBD) - Sharon Wick 
Saturday - 8 - 12:30 and 12:30 - 4pm – Sharon 
Wick/ Carol Cord 
 

Nov 21 (Sat) and Nov 22 (Sun) Prince of Peace 
Craft Fair- Rt 83, Lake Villa - Set up Fri night (time 
TBD) - need 1 volunteer 
Sat and Sun each will have 2-3 hour time slots 
TBD.   sign-ups to date: Dung Le, Carol Cord, 
Nancy O'Connor, Jeanne Gundrum 
 

Needles and Thread Stitchers  
If you love applique, cross stitch, hand 
embroidery, hand piecing, or hand binding quilts 
(just to mention a few) then Needle and Thread 
Stitchers is a group you are welcome to join. It’s 
FREE, informal and no reservation is required! 
Join hand stitchers from our quilt guild from  
10 AM to 1 PM at the Lake Villa Library - Meeting 
Room AS 
140 N. Munn Rd, Lindenhurst 
Show and Tell is welcome and Inspiration is 
encouraged! 

October 28 
November 25 

 
Sharon Wick  

Upcoming Meeting Information 

Held at Dolly Spiering Community Center 

October 7, 2026 – Lecture, Silent Auction: 
Program is Studio 180 rulers with Phyllis 
Fay. Come see some of the different creations 
that can be made using the Rapid Fire® Star tools 
from Studio 180 Design. 

Bring your nicer unwanted sewing related items 
for a silent auction. Proceeds will go directly to 
the guild fund. 

Thursday - Oct 8 Class:  starting 10am- 
1pm Master the Rapid Fire® Lemoyne Star basic 
technique during a three-hour workshop with 
Phyllis Fay, Certified Instructor.  This is a 
technique class; therefore, there is no obligation 
to make a full quilt top. The purpose of this 
course is to learn something new and then use 
your new skills on a specific project. The purchase 
of your tool comes with a free pattern 

Details/Flyer can be seen here. 

November 7, 2026 – Lecture, BOM Display, 
Charity Challenge, Silent Auction: Quilts of Valor 
presentation by Sharon Wick, Reveal of Charity 
Challenge, Reveal of the Block of the Month 
Quilts. 

Held at Dockers North 

December 2, 2026 – Christmas Party 

 

Sunshine Notes  
We hope everyone is well. If you hear of anyone 
experiencing a difficult time or who needs special 
cheering up, please contact Nancy Taylor, our 
Sunshine Coordinator. sunshine@nlcqg.org 
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UFO  

Grant Township UFO 
26725 Molidor Rd, Ingleside, IL (Lower Level) 

 
October No UFO 

November 14th & 15th 
 

9:00 am-5:00 pm 
Bring your lunch or enjoy the mulƟple fast-food 

opƟons at Woodman’s Corner in Volo. 
 

Sign-up begins on October 31st 
 

This event welcomes all guild members, but due 
to limited space, you will need a reservaƟon. 

If the list is not full by Wednesday,  
November 11th we will open it up to 

guests. 
To sign up, please email ufo@nlcqg.org. 

You will receive a confirmaƟon email shortly. 
 

A $5 cash donaƟon will be collected for each day 
and will be donated to: 

The Grant Township Food Pantry. 
($10 for non-members). 

 
If your plans change and you are unable to aƩend, 

please cancel your reservaƟon at as soon as 
possible. ufo@nlcqg.org. 

 
*Please remember to bring a surge-protected 

extension cord. * 
 

Current scheduled dates: 
October: No UFO 
November 14th and 15th  

Sign-up begins October 31st 
December No UFO 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
AnƟoch UFO 

Dolly Spiering Center 
807 Holbek Rd, AnƟoch, IL 

 
October 3rd 

 
UFO is open to all guild members. Due to limited 

space, a reservaƟon is needed. 
 

Email: anƟochUFO@nlcqg.org to sign up. 
Sign-up starts 3 weeks before the date 

ReservaƟons close 1 week before the Guild 
MeeƟng 

This allows tables to be ordered in advance. 
 

A $5 donaƟon will be collected and given to 
The Food Pantry ($10 per day for non-members) 

 
If your plans change and you are unable to aƩend, 

please cancel your reservaƟon as soon as 
possible at anƟochUFO@nlcqg.org 

Doors will open at 9:00 
Clean-up will begin at 4:00 pm. 

 
Food is allowed, but any leŌovers must be taken 

home. 
*Please remember to bring a surge-protected 

extension cord. * 
Everyone is responsible for helping clean up 

before leaving. 
The host will have a list of tasks to be completed. 

 
Current scheduled dates 

October 3rd (Note the date change) at 
Dolly Spiering Center 

 
November 7th Charity Sew at 

Lake Villa Library 
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Charity Corner 
The only constant in life is change. Now we wait 
for November for our Charity/Library/Fabric 
reveal. The first week in November will be busy 
for our charity sewers! The reveal will be during 
our November 4th guild meeƟng and then on 
Saturday the 7th join us for “Geƫng Ready for the 
Holidays” Charity sewing at the Lake Villa Library. 
We have many kits ready to complete 
easily for our bouƟque and our other recipients. 
We received a lovely thank you note from 
MaƩhias Academy. They are “grateful and 
excited” to receive special handmade giŌs! It 
warms my heart to give to an organizaƟon 
that is truly thrilled for our donaƟons to them. 
As always, your donaƟons can be brought to our 
meeƟngs or dropped off at Roberta’s 
Project Linus bin on her front porch.  
Email charity@nlcqg.org for details. 
 
Thanks for all you do for our community! 
Roberta & Lory 
 
Membership & Directory 
Current membership is 95. 
 
Any changes, contact membership@nlcqg.org 
 
**The guild membership fees are due! 
Please pay the $40 dues by the 
November 2026 meeting in order to 
attend the holiday party and remain a 
member.** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

October Birthdays 
Join us in wishing the following guild members a 
Happy Birthday this month! 

 
 
 
 

All of our birthday quilters choose 
from our fabric basket. 

 

 

 

Have something to sell? 
Our guild offers free newsletter space for 
members to sell quilt related items. If you are 
interested, please send your name, a picture of 
your item(s), a description and what is included (if 
applicable), price, and your contact information 
(phone and/or email) to newsletter@nlcqg.org 
 

For Sale  
PANASONIC Cordless iron, NI-WL607 Advanced 
ceramic sole plate, detachable tank, rose pink, 
works perfectly. 1 1/2 years old. New was 
$159.99, asking $65.00. See photos.  

 

Quilt complete kit (no batting) Pre-cut pieces, 
backing, binding and pattern. From My Fabric 
Addiction. Brand new unused!! I’ll never get to 
it!! It’s called Crazy Daisy. Size 59” x 69”. Sells for 
$184.99, asking $150.00!! See photos. 

Cash or Zelle 

Nancy Brieschke  
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Join Us for Our Annual 

Christmas Party!  
It’s time to celebrate the season together! We 
hope you’ll join us for an evening of good food, 
holiday cheer, and wonderful company at our 
annual Guild Christmas Party. 

Dockers North 
955 Illinois Route 59, Antioch, IL 

Doors open at 6:00 PM, with dinner immediately 
following. 

The cost is $35.00 per person and includes a 
delicious dinner of: 

Carved Roast Beef 
Baked Mostaccioli with Meat Sauce 
Broasted Chicken 
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 
Mixed Vegetables 
Salad 
Bread & Butter 

And, of course, we can’t forget dessert!  If 
you have a favorite holiday treat you’d like to 
share, desserts are warmly welcomed from 
anyone who would like to contribute to our 
dessert table. Homemade, store-bought, fancy, 
simple—we’ll happily enjoy them all! 

If you plan on attending, payment is due no later 
than our November meeting, so please be sure to 
reserve your spot by then. 

We hope to see everyone there for a wonderful 
evening of friendship, food, and Christmas cheer! 

Merry Christmas!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holiday Quilt Gift Exchange  
 

 Create a small holiday-themed quilted piece that 
someone could hang on their front door or in that 
perfect little empty spot on the wall. 

A few guidelines: 

 Finished size should be 
approximately 18"–24" 

 Please attach a loop, sleeve, cord, or other 
way to hang it 

 It should have a holiday or winter theme, 
but it is absolutely not limited to 
Christmas — Hanukkah, winter, snowmen, 
New Year’s, or anything festive is 
welcome! 

Then comes the extra fun… 

Place your finished quilted piece inside a wrapped 
shoebox and tuck in a few little surprises for your 
recipient! These can be things like thread, a fat 
quarter, needles, a seam ripper, sewing notions, 

or even a few chocolate kisses.  

Nothing has to be extravagant. The idea is simply 
to create something handmade, add a few fun 
goodies, and share a little holiday cheer with 
another quilter. 

Please let Michael Nardi or Julie Reynolds know if 
you’d like to participate!  
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Help Wanted 
 
The guild is looking for volunteers to head up 
some new programs. Please see Michael’s emails 
for full descriptions and reach out to him if you 
are interested.  
 
Opportunity Quilt – Team is responsible for 
helping create the guild’s next Opportunity Quilt, 
by determining design, determining fabrics, 
organizing construction and finishing, and 
determining opportunities to display and 
promote the finished quilt. 

 
Guild Funding – Team is responsible for coming 
up with ideas and organizing opportunities 
beyond the Opportunity Quilt for raising funds for 
the guild. 

 
Guild Travel and Events – Team is responsible for 
dreaming up, researching, and coordinating 
opportunities for our guild members to get out 
and experience the quilting world together.  

 
Mixed-Media & Art Quilting – Team will help 
develop ideas for programs, demonstrations, 
workshops, challenges, exhibits and activities 
involving art quilting, surface design, 
embellishment, collage, applique, embroidery, 
fabric manipulation, painting, fiber art, and other 
creative techniques. 
 
Mystery Quilt - Team will help create, select, 
organize, and coordinate Mystery Quilt projects 
for our members throughout the year. Volunteers 
may help with project ideas, fabric requirements, 
instructions, timelines, communications, clue 
releases, and the big final reveal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quilting Bee Organizer - One or more members 
interested in helping organize Quilting Bees and 
informal sew-togethers.  
 
Quilt Retreat Team - Members to join our 
new Quilt Retreat Team to help research, plan, 
and coordinate future retreats for our Guild.  
Member Education Team - The team may help 
coordinate mini-demonstrations, member-led 
presentations, technique nights, beginner 
programs, educational resources, workshops, 
skill-building activities, guest instructors, and 
opportunities for members to learn from one 
another. 
 
Quilt Community Outreach Team - This team will 
help identify meaningful opportunities for our 
Guild to use our talents, resources, and love of 
quilting to support others. Projects could include 
charitable quilts, donations, partnerships with 
local organizations, community service projects, 
educational outreach, special collections, and 
other ways we can positively represent our Guild 
in the community. 

 
Historian’s Look Back  

A Quilter’s Favorite Season?  

The cooler weather and the shortened days bring out 
my urge to create something warm and cuddly before 
I “hibernate”. People will start to gather inside our 
homes to relax, sit by the fire and sip on mulled 
drinks. But while we now quilt for fun or for special 
occasion gifts, we no longer must quilt as a necessity 
for keeping warm. 
“History of Quilting in Colonial Wisconsin” article 
here. 
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NLCQG Library 
Rulers, MSQC Block magazine and more! 
Check out the ruler list. We have 77 rulers from 
the large 20” Dresdens to tiny templates for tiny 
quilts. We have several Flying geese rulers in 
different sizes. Need to cut scallops? There is a 
ruler for that.  Take a peek at the Updated 
Missouri Star Block books and grab a new ruler to 
make something beautiful.  
Need help cutting binding? We have Accuquilt 
dies to cut 1.5, 2.5 and 3.5 dies to cut accurate 
strips. Doing a rag quilt? There is a die for that. 
Cut up to (6) 8.5” squares at a time, rag cuts 
included.  Don’t have a cutter?  We do have 1 
hand die cutter to lend out. 
Ruler, Block magazine, and Accuquilt lists can be 
found on the NLCQG site. To borrow contact: 
library@nlcqg.org 
Books 
Books owned by the guild: 
goodreads.com/review/list/96787411  
Block Magazine 
nlcqg.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/MSQC-
Block-Magazine.pdf 
Rulers 
Rulers (or ruler sets) owned by guild: 
https://www.nlcqg.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/01/Rulers-updated-1.pdf 
Patterns For Templates 
https://www.nlcqg.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/01/Patterns-with-
Templates.pdf-01-08-2025.pdf 
Accuquilt Dies  
Dies owned by the guild: 
https://www.nlcqg.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/01/Accquilt-01-14-25.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NLCQG Meeting 9/8/2026 
Dues were collected before the meeting 
started 
The meeting started at 7:01 P.M. 

 Carol welcomed members to the meeting 
 The Minutes from the August meeting 

were approved by Michael Nardi and Julie 
Reynolds 

 Membership reported that we have 83 
members with two new members 
attending tonight 

 The Treasurer reported that we have 
$14,159.55 as of the end of July 

 Lynn Ray reminded everyone of the class 
with Phyliss Fay still has openings and the 
cost of the class included the ruler 

 November meeting will have the Charity 
challenge reveal 

 UFO reported that the Grant township will 
meet on September 25-26 and the Antioch 
meeting will be October 3rd 

 Show and tell had three member display 
 Birthdays celebrated by three members 
 The revised By-laws were discussed, and it 

was moved by Joanne Mitteimeyer and 
Michael Nardi that a zoom meeting will be 
set up for further discussions 

 With 42 members present the election 
vote approved Michael Nardi as President, 
Gail Johnson as Secretary, and KayCee 
Rivera as the Newsletter chairman 

 The next Block of the month 2027 was 
introduced 

The meeting ended at 7:52 P.M. 
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Board Members – 2026-27 NLCQG  
President  Michael Nardi     president@nlcqg.org 
Vice President  Pat Giovacchini    vicepresident@nlcqg.org 
Treasurer  Alicia Alexander    treasurer@nlcqg.org 
Secretary   Gail Johnson     secretary@nlcqg.org 
Membership  Pam Aitchison     membership@nlcqg.org 
Programs  Lynn Ray                  programs@nlcqg.org 
Newsletter  KayCee Rivera     newsletter@nlcqg.org 
 

Committee Chairs – 2026-27 NLCQG 
Block of the Month     Marie D’Amico                bom@nlcqg.org  
Boutique  Lynn Ray     boutique@nlcqg.org  
Charity Quilts  Roberta Alexander & Lory Leyman      charity@nlcqg.org 
Facebook Admin Ellen Hodge     facebook@nlcqg.org 
Guild Historian Sunny McGuinn    historian@nlcqg.org 
Librarian  Cathy Warchal     library@nlcqg.org 
Opportunity Quilt        Sharon Wick                                                         opportunity@nlcqg.org  
Spark Plugs  TBD      sparkplugs@nlcqg.org  
Sunshine  Nancy Taylor     sunshine@nlcqg.org 
UFO-Grant Twp Madelyn Anderson & Debra Dodd  ufo@nlcqg.org 

UFO-Antioch                                                                                       antiochUFO@nlcqg.org                                       

Webmaster  Joanne Mittelmeyer    webmaster@nlcqg.org 
Needles & Thread  Sharon Wick     stitchers@nlcqg.org  
     Stitchers 

Northern Lake County Quilters Guild 
Antioch, IL  60002 

 
 

Website: http://www.nlcqg.org 
 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/NLCQG 
Friends of NLCQG Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/208197212878063 

 
NLCQG Mission: To Promote the Art and Education of Quilting 


